Dehydrin transcript fluctuations during a day/night cycle in drought-stressed sunflower.
To investigate environmental stimuli involved in the modulation of drought-induced gene expression, the influence of the day/night cycle on the expression of two dehydrin genes (HaDhn1 and HaDhn2) in leaves of sunflowers subjected to mild or severe drought stress has been studied. It was observed that the HaDhn1, but not HaDhn2, transcript oscillated in a diurnal fashion. In severely stressed plants, the peak of HaDhn1 mRNA accumulation occurred at midday.